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SUMMONS
(CITACION JUDICIAL)
CASE NUMBER (Numero del Caso): 30-2021-
01211849-CU-FR-CJC

NOTICE TO DEFENDANT:

(AVISO AL DEMANDADO}:

MELBA RIDLEY, also known as Melba Stewart Ridley,
also known as Melba Ridley Wright, also known as
Melba Wright Ridley, also known as Melba Wright, a
natural person, and DOES 1-10.

YOU ARE BEING SUED BY PLAINTIFF:
(LO ESTA DEMANDANDO EL DEMANDANTE):
PAMELA JENSEN and PAUL ROLF-JENSEN

NOTICE! You have been sued. The court may decide
against you without your being heard unless you
respond within 30 days. Read the information below.
You have 30 CALENDAR DAYS after this summons
and legal papers are served on you to file a written
response at this court and have a copy served on the
plaintiff. A letter or phone call will not protect you.
Your written response must be in proper legal form if
you want the court to hear your case. There may be a
court form that you can use for your response. You
can find these court forms and more information at
the California Courts Online Self-Help Center
(www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp), your county law
library, or the courthouse nearest you. If you cannot
pay the filing fee, ask the court clerk for a fee waiver
form. If you do not file your response on time, you
may lose the case by default, and your wages, money,
and property may be taken without further warning
from the court.

There are other legal requirements. You may want to
call an attorney right away. If you do not know an
attorney, you may want to call an attorney referral
service. If you cannot afford an attorney, you may be
eligible for free legal services from a nonprofit legal
services program. You can located these nonprofit
groups at the California Legal Services Web site
(www.lawhelpcalifornia.org), the California Courts
Online Self-Help Center
(www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp), or by contacting
your local court or county bar association. NOTE: The
court has a statutory lien for waived fees and costs on
any settlement or arbitration award of $10,000 or
more in a civil case. The court's lien must be paid
before the court will dismiss the case.

iAVISO! Lo han demandado. Si no responde dentro
de 30 dias, la corte puede decidir en su contra sin
escuchar su version. Lea la informacién a
continuacion.

Tiene 30 DIAS DE CALENDARIO después de que le
entreguen esta citacién y papeles legales para
presenter una respuesta por escrito en esta corte y
hacer que se entregue una copia al demandante. Una
carta o una llamada telefonica no lo prolegen. Su
respuesta por escrito tiene que estar en formato legal
correcto si desea que procesen su caso en la corte. Es
posible que haya un formulario que usted pueda usar
para su respuesta. Puedo encontrar estos formularios
de la corte y mas informacion en el Centro de Ayuda
de las Cortes de California (www.sucorte.ca.gov), en
la biblioteca de leyes de su condado o en la corte que
le quede mas cerca. Si no puede pagar la cuota de
presentacion, pida al secretario de la corte que le dé
un formulario de extencion de pago de cuotas. Si no
presenta su respuesta a tiempo, puede perder el caso
por incumplimiento y la corte le podrd quitar su
sueldo, dinero y hiener sin mas advertencia.

Hay otros requisites legales. Es recommendable que
llame a un abogado inmediatamente. Si no conoce a
un abogado, puede llamar a un servicio de remission
a abogados. Si no puede pagar a un abogado, es
posible que cumpla con los requisites para obtener
servicios legales gratuitos de un programa de
servicios legales sin lines de lucro. Puede encontrar
estos grupos sin lines de lucro en el sitio web de
California Legal Services,
(www.lawhelpcalifornia.org), en el Centro de Ayuda
de las Cortes de California, (www.sucorte.ca.gov) o
poniéndose en contacto con la corte o el colegio de
abogados locales. AVISO: Por ley, la corte tiene
derecho a reclamar las cuotas y los costos extentos
por imponer un gravamen sobre cualquier
recuperacién de $10,000 6 mas de valor recibida
mediante un acuerdo o una concesion de arbitraje en
un caso de derecho civil. Tiene que pagar el
gravamen de la corte antes de que la corte pueda
desechar el caso.

The name and address of the court is:
(El nombre y direccién de la corte es):
Orange Count Superior Court

700 Civic Center Drive West

Santa Ana, CA 92701

The name, address, and telephone number of the
plaintiffs attorney, or plaintiff without an
attorney, is:

(El nombre, la direccién y el numero del abogado
del demandante, o del demandante que no tiene
abodgado, es):

Owen L. McIntosh

41750 Rancho Las Palmas Dr. Ste N-1

Rancho Mirage, CA 92270

Phone (760) 568-4805

Date: July 22, 2021
David H. Yamasaki Clerk of the court
(Secretario)
Deputy
(Adjunto)

Randi Baker

Published in the Los Angeles Times 3/8/2022,
3/15/2022, 3/22/2022, 3/29/2022
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LOS ANGELES COUNTY SANITATION DISTRICTS
SIGNIFICANT NONCOMPLIANCE OF INDUSTRIAL WASTE PRETREATMENT
REQUIREMENTS
For Calendar Year 2021
The United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) General Pretreatment Regulations
for Existing and New Sources of Pollution, 40 CFR Part 403, require the Los Angeles County
Sanitation Districts to publish on an annual basis a list of Industrial Users which, during the
previous 12 months, were significantly violating applicable Pretreatment Standards or other
Pretreatment Requirements. For the purpose of this provision, significant noncompliance
is defined under 40 CFR 403.8 (f)(2)(vili) and 55 Federal Register 30082 as, (1) Chronic
violations of wastewater Discharge limits, defined here as those in which 66 percent or more
of all of the measurements taken for the same pollutant parameter during a 6-month period
exceed (by any magnitude) a numeric Pretreatment Standard or Requirement, including
instantancous limits, as defined by 40 CFR 403.3(1); (2) Technical Review Criteria (TRC)
violations, defined here as those in which 33 percent or more of all of the measurements taken
for the same pollutant parameter during a 6-month period equal or exceed the product of the
numeric Pretreatment Standard or Requirement including instantaneous limits, as defined by
40 CFR 403.3(1) multiplied by the applicable TRC (TRC = 1.4 for BOD, TSS, fats, oil &
grease, and 1.2 for all other pollutants except pH); (3) Any other violation of a Pretreatment
Standard or Requirement as defined by 40 CFR 403.3(1) (daily maximum, long-term average,
instantaneous limit, or narrative Standard) that the POTW determines has caused, alone or in
combination with other Discharges, Interference or Pass Through (including endangering the
health of POTW personnel or the general public); (4) Any discharge of a pollutant that has
caused imminent endangerment to human health, welfare or to the environment or has resulted
in the POTW’s exercise of its emergency authority under paragraph (f)(1)(vi)(B) of this section
to halt or prevent such a discharge; (5) Failure to meet, within 90 days after the schedule date,
a compliance schedule milestone contained in a local control mechanism or enforcement order
for starting construction, completing construction, or attaining final compliance; (6) Failure to
provide, within 45 days after the due date, required reports such as baseline monitoring reports,
90-day compliance reports, periodic self-monitoring reports, and reports on compliance with
compliance schedules; (7) Failure to accurately report noncompliance; (8) Any other violation
or group of violations, which may include a violation of Best Management Practices, which
the POTW determines will adversely affect the operation or implementation of the local
Pretreatment program. For the purpose of this publication “Pretreatment Standards™ are “any
regulation containing pollutant discharge limits promulgated by the EPA in accordance with
section 307 (b) and (c) of the [Clean Water] Act, which applies to Industrial Users. This term
includes prohibitive discharge limits established pursuant to Section 403.5” (Section 403.3
(1)). The term “Pretreatment Requirements” means any substantive or procedural requirement
related to Pretreatment, other than a National Pretreatment Standard, imposed on an Industrial
User (Section 403.3(t)).
The Los Angeles County Sanitation Districts found the following industrial facilities to be
significantly violating applicable Pretreatment Standards or Pretreatment Requirements
during 2021. All of these companies have been subject to the Los Angeles County Sanitation
Districts’ administrative enforcement procedures.

A & G Engraving, Inc., Vernon, #11013, (2); A.D.C. Truck Wash, Montebello, #17034, (6);
ACM Technologies, Inc., Gardena, #21661, (1, 2); AdTech Photonics, Inc., City of Industry,
#22170, (6); ADW Inc, Vernon, #22032, (6); Aerodynamic Plating Co., Inc., Gardena, #1191,
(6); Aerotec Alloys, Norwalk, #21772, (6); Allfast Fastening Systems, LLC, City of Industry,
#21589, (2); AltAir Paramount, LLC, Paramount, #22213, (2); Amvac Chemical Corporation,
City of Commerce, #243, (1, 2); Anaplex Corporation, Paramount, #13078, (6); Anemostat,
Inc., Carson, #4315, (2); Anolume LLC, South El Monte, #22647, (1, 6); AOCLSC, Inc.,
Vernon, #22426, (6); AOCLSC, Inc. dba AOCUSA, Pico Rivera, #22428, (6); Arroyo
Craftsman Lighting, Inc., Baldwin Park, #12693, (1); Artistic Silver Plating, Inc., Signal Hill,
#10921, (1, 2); ASCO Sintering Company, City of Commerce, #10165, (2); Astro Pak
Corporation, Downey, #12157, (2); Athens Services, La Puente, #21625, (1, 2); Avoda
Holding Company, Inc. dba Abacus Powder Coating, South El Monte, #16551, (1); Azteca
Dye & Laundry Corporation, Compton, #20638, (6); Bachem Americas, Inc., Torrance,
#15001, (1, 2); Bakkavor Foods USA, Inc., Carson, #20376, (6); Bay Center Foods, LLC,
Valencia, #22449, (2); BHJ USA, LLC, Vernon, #21199, (2); Blair Adhesive Products Inc.,
Santa Fe Springs, #14759, (6); BNSF Railway Company, City of Commerce, #14326, (2);
Brea Canon Oil Co., Inc., Harbor City, #12779, (1, 2, 6); Brenntag Pacific, Inc., South Gate,
#17207, (5, 6); Briles Aerospace, Gardena, #22227, (1, 2, 6); Budget Industrial Uniform
Supply Inc., Gardena, #2952, (6); Bumble Bee Foods, LLC, Santa Fe Springs, #16412, (2);
Burrtec Waste Industries, Inc., Santa Clarita, #20060, (2); Cacique, Inc., City of Industry,
#10898, (6); California Ranch Food Company, Vernon, #21005, (2); California State Prison

- Los Angeles County, Lancaster, #13061, (2); Cal-Tron Plating, Inc, Santa Fe Springs,
#2495, (2); Cannex Holdings (California) Inc., City of Commerce, #22521, (6); Captek
Pharma dba Captek Softgel International, Inc., La Mirada, #22191, (6); Captek Softgel
International, Inc., Cerritos, #14290, (6); Cephazone Pharma LLC, Pomona, #20814, (6);
Certified Alloy Products, Inc., Long Beach, #20857, (6); Chemical Transfer Co., Inc., Santa
Fe Springs, #20545, (6); ChemTrans, Gardena, #12874, (1,2); Cintas Corporation No. 3,
Whittier, #21827, (2); City of Industry, City of Industry, #22404, (6); City of Long Beach

- MUST, Long Beach, #22538, (6); City of Long Beach, Public Works-Colorado Lagoon,
Long Beach, #20601, (6); City Of Manhattan Beach-Manhattan Beach, Manhattan Beach,
#12863, (1, 2); City of Pasadena, Water & Power Dept., Pasadena, #5171, (6); City of
Pasadena, Water & Power Dept., Pasadena, #16373, (6); City of Santa Clarita (Vista Canyon
Water Factory), Santa Clarita, #22196, (6); Coast Packing Company, Vernon, #2114, (6);
Coast Plating, Inc., Gardena, #20325, (2, 6); Consolidated Foundries, Inc. dba Consolidated
Precision Products-Cudahy, Cudahy, #13733, (6); Continental Forge, Compton, #3227, (1, 2);
Corn Maiden Foods, Inc., Harbor City, #21659, (6); County of Los Angeles Chief Executive
Office, Los Angeles, #21036, (6); CR Laurence Co., Inc., Vernon, #21965, (1, 2, 6); Culinary
International, LLC, Vernon, #22142, (6); Custom Metal Finishing Corporation, Gardena,
#6744, (1, 2, 6); D L Poultry Inc, Monterey Park, #22480, (6); Danco Metal Surfacing,
Ontario, #11305, (1, 2); Day-Lee Foods, Inc., Santa Fe Springs, #11906, (1, 2); Decore
Plating, Inc., Carson, #21828, (2); Delori Products, Inc., City of Industry, #21392, (6);
DeMenno/Kerdoon, dba World Oil Recycling, Compton, #2703, (2); Denmac Industries Inc.,
Paramount, #9788, (2, 6); Designed Metal Connections (dba Permaswage), Gardena, #21874,
(6); DTF Prep LLC, City of Industry, #22258, (6); E&T Limited liability Company, Long
Beach, #22473, (6); Environmental Lighting for Architecture, City of Industry, #10627, (2);
Equilon Enterprises LLC dba Shell Oil Products, Carson, #14939, (2); Fortress Resources
LLC (dba. Royal Truck Body), Carson, #21924, (1, 2, 6); Freshly Inc. dba F3 Foods, City of
Commerce, #22628, (1, 2); Frito-Lay, Inc., Rancho Cucamonga, #14139, (2); Fuji Food
Products Incorporated, Santa Fe Springs, #20652, (6); GFF, Inc., City of Industry, #16181,
(2); Gilead Sciences, Inc., San Dimas, #15295, (2); Gilead Sciences, Inc., La Verne, #21805,
(2); GISG Group Inc., Downey, #22056, (6); Hasa, Inc., Pomona, #22305, (6); Hill Brothers
Chemical Company, City of Industry, #16756, (6); HiRel Connectors Inc., Claremont,
#22526, (1, 2); Honeywell International Inc., Torrance, #16459, (6); Huhtamaki, Inc., City of
Commerce, #15013, (2); IBY, LLC, Irwindale, #22634, (6); ImageFIRST Healthcare Laundry
Specialists, Carson, #21078, (6); Industrial Tectonic Bearings Corp., Rancho Domiguez,
#12627, (1, 2); Ineos Polypropylene LLC, Carson, #17253, (2, 6); International Medication
Systems, Ltd., South El Monte, #16569, (1, 2); Island Professional Powder Coating, Gardena,
#22470, (6); J.J. Gourmet Food Corp., City of Industry, #21374, (1, 2, 6); J.J. Gourmet Food
Corp., City of Industry, #21599, (1, 2, 6); Jarrow Industries Inc., Santa Fe Springs, #21424,
(2); Jenco Plating Inc., South EI Monte, #4945, (2); KIK SoCal, Inc., Santa Fe Springs,
#15431, (1, 2); Krieger Specialty Products, Pico Rivera, #6235, (6); L. A. Wash Rack, Inc.,
Vernon, #10685, (2, 6); LA Dye and Print, Los Angeles, #14625, (6); Laundry Los Angeles,
Inc. dba Valet Services, Bell Gardens, #22565, (6); Le Pafe Inc dba Le Chef Bakery,
Montebello, #20010, (1, 2); Lee Kum Kee (USA) Foods, Inc, City of Industry, #14741, (6);
Legacy By-Products, LLC., Vernon, #22590, (1, 2, 5); LISI / Hi-Shear Corporation, Torrance,
#16503, (2); Lotus Pet Foods, Torrance, #20838, (1, 2); Magparts DBA CPP-Azusa, Azusa,
#22586, (1, 2); Material Sciences Corporation - Los Angeles, City of Industry, #22456, (2);
Mechanical Metal Finishing Co., Inc., Gardena, #5316, (6); Miller Castings Inc., Whittier,
#5585, (1, 2); Mission Linen Supply, Lancaster (published for Year 2020), #4045, (8); Mistras
Group, Inc., Cudahy, #20878, (6); Mitchell Laboratories, Inc., Pico Rivera, #8180, (2, 6);
MLS Fluid Solutions, LLC, Azusa, #22431, (1, 2, 6); Monico Alloys, Inc., Rancho Domiguez,
#20164, (2); Moonstar MFG, Inc., Vernon, #22285, (6); Morrell’s Electroplating, Inc.,
Compton, #16404, (6); National Technical Systems, Los Angeles, #21808, (6); Naturalife
Eco-Vite Laboratories, Torrance, #11401, (1, 2); Norchem Corp., Los Angeles, #21820, (6);
Northrop Grumman Systems Corporation, Redondo Beach, #16346, (2); Northrop Grumman
Systems Corporation - Aerospace Systems Sector (Site 4), Palmdale, #14935, (2); NuSpace
Inc., Long Beach, #21356, (6); Ochoas Designs Inc., Compton, #22478, (2, 6); Oil Operators
Inc., Signal Hill, #14694, (6); Olympus Terminals LLC, Carson, #22440, (6); Ormco
Corporation, Pomona, #22334, (6); PABCO Paper, Vernon, #10747, (2); Pacific American
Fish Co. Inc., Vernon, #16691, (6); Pacific American Fish Co. Inc., Vernon, #21752, (6);
Pacific Forge, Inc., Fontana, #5753, (1, 2); Pacific Oil Cooler Service Inc., La Verne, #21339,
(2, 6); Pacific Sintered Metals, Inc., Los Angeles, #9828, (6); Papa Cantella’s, Inc., Vernon,
#16124, (2); Paramount Metals & Supply Co, Paramount, #22429, (6); PB Fasteners,
Gardena, #22145, (1, 2); Pico Rivera Plating Inc., Pico Rivera, #3195, (2); Processes by
Martin, Inc., Lynwood, #16426, (2, 6); Prudential Overall Supply, Carson, #6644, (6); QAP
Metal Finishing, Inc, Los Angeles, #22568, (6); Quadrtech Corporation, Los Angeles,
#15953, (2); Qualawash Holdings, LLC, South Gate, #20657, (1, 2); Quality Precision
Cleaning, Inc, Irwindale, #22639, (6); Quest Diagnostics Nichols Institute, Santa Clarita,
#20363, (6); R & R Rubber Molding, Inc., South El Monte, #21050, (6); Rainbow Inc.,
Carson, #22513, (2); Ralphs Grocery Company, Compton, #13403, (6); Ramona’s Food
Group LLC, Gardena, #22124, (6); Ramona’s Food Group LLC, Gardena, #22123, (6);
Relativity Space, Long Beach, #22625, (2); Republic Master Chefs, Long Beach, #15763, (1,
2, 6); Reynaldo’s Mexican Food Company, LLC, Vernon, #20273, (2, 6); Risvold’s Inc.,
Gardena, #21603, (1, 2); Russ Bassett Corp., Whittier, #8489, (6); S & S Foods LLC, Azusa,
#16449, (6); S&B Pharma, Inc. DBA Norac Pharma, Azusa, #21295, (1, 2); Safeway, Inc.,
City of Commerce, #21714, (2); Safeway, Inc. (Norwalk Beverage Plant), Norwalk, #22139,
(2); San Gabriel Valley Council of Governments, Alameda Corridor-East Project, City of
Industry, #22539, (6); Self Love LLC, Harbor City, #22256, (6); Shasta Beverages, Inc., La
Mirada, #15351, (6); Sierra Cheese Manufacturing Co., Inc., Compton, #2729, (1, 2); Solvay
USA, Inc., Carson, #21542, (1, 2); Space Exploration Technologies (SpaceX), Hawthorne,
#21711, (2, 6); Space Exploration Technologies Corporation, Hawthorne, #22235, (2); Space
Exploration Technologies Corporation, Hawthorne, #20896, (6); Space Exploration
Technologies Corporation, Hawthorne, #21223, (6); Space Exploration Technologies
Corporation, Hawthorne, #21645, (6); Space Exploration Technologies Corporation,
Hawthorne, #21750, (6); SPC Star Powder Coating, Montebello, #22023, (6); Spirit
Activewear, Huntington Park, #21872, (6); Square-H Brands, Inc., Vernon, #14096, (6);
Stabile Plating Co., Inc., Covina, #5195, (2, 6); Stantex Inc., Vernon, #16952, (6); Stone Blue,
Inc., Vernon, #14981, (6); Structural Composites Industries LLC, Pomona, #20621, (6);
Superior Metal Finishing, Inc., Gardena, #3634, (2); Superior Plating and Bumpers Inc.,
Pomona, #20685, (2, 6); Synergy Oil & Gas, LLC, Long Beach, #21422, (1); TABC Inc.,
Long Beach, #2993, (2); Talladium, Inc., Valencia, #16133, (6); Ted Levine Drum Company,
South El Monte, #11556, (2); The Boeing Company, El Segundo, #15944, (2); The Hain
Celestial Group, Bell, #22240, (2); The Mochi Ice Cream Company, LLC, Vernon, #22645,
(2); The Termo Company, Long Beach, #12289, (6); TP Industrial Inc., Gardena, #11127, (6);
Tri-Star Dyeing and Finishing, Santa Fe Springs, #17196, (6); Turbine Engine Components
Technologies Corp., Santa Fe Springs, #15936, (6); Ultimate Metal Finishing Corp., City of
Commerce, #14135, (2, 6); Unical Aviation Services, City of Industry, #20796, (2); United
Site Services of California, Inc., El Monte, #16820, (6); Univar Solutions USA Inc., Santa Fe
Springs, #20930, (1, 2); Universal Metal Plating, Inc., Azusa, #9523, (6); Unix Packaging,
LLC, Montebello, #22591, (6); Vacco Industries, South El Monte, #5049, (1, 2); Vaga
Industries, South El Monte, #16960, (6); Ventura Transfer Company, Carson, #3720, (2);
Veolia ES Technical Solutions, LLC, Azusa, #15242, (2); Vernon Truck Wash Incorporated,
Vernon, #14398, (6); Vortox Air Technology, Inc., Claremont, #20709, (6); Weber Metals Inc.,
Long Beach, #9693, (2, 6); Wei-Chuan U.S.A., Inc., Bell Gardens, #3762, (6); West Rock,
LLC, Cerritos, #21809, (2, 6); Western Filter, a Division of Donaldson Company Inc., Santa
Clarita, #12391, (1, 2); Wheel Vintiques, City of Industry, #21366, (6); Woodward HRT, Inc.,
Santa Clarita, #20554, (1, 2, 6); XPO Logistics Freight, Inc., Santa Fe Springs, #22083, (6);
Yaegaki Corporation of USA, Vernon, #16418, (2);
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Using that mansion

[Chabria, from Bi]
working for nonprofitsina
bid to help others.

Goodie Knight, who was
governor from late 1953 to
1959, discovered his daugh-
ter’'sbody in her garage a
day after she died, and
Weedman said his grand-
father never recovered. Two
months later, Knight died of
a stroke.

Weedman said that fora
long time, his family didn’t
talk about his mom’s death
openly, but they ultimately
decided speaking out could
help others with mental
illness and serves as an
example that brain disease
happens to people from all
backgrounds.

“Ifit gives anyone pause,
amoment of reflection —
that someone in their world
may be suffering — it’s to-
tally worth it,” he said.

Weedman sees the places
where mentalillness inter-
sects with homelessness
and believes our responses
to the dual crises need to be
creative. He knows his mom
would agree.

“Ifit’s empty, and un-
used, and uninhabited,
what better way to honor
my grandfather,
grandmother and parents’
memories than to take this
beautiful old home and turn
it into a place that can help
the most vulnerable in our
society?” he wrote.

Of course, there were
many people who brought a
different outlook.

“You have to be out of
your damn mind to think
housing homeless in the
governor’s mansionis a
goodidea!” wrote Jackson
Brown of Signal Hill (not
the singer, who spells his
last name with an “e”). “This
isn’t the Soviet Union where
people piled into communal
housing. RIP common
sense.”

Michael Peterson of
Palm Springs suggested
that ideaslike mine are
what earns California its
reputation for craziness.

“Nothing says ‘your state
has failed’ better than let-
ting the governor’s mansion
descend into homeless
squalor,” Peterson said,
adding, “'mnot a NIMBY.”

Patty Nash of Riverside
wondered about my intel-
lect after reading the col-
umn.

“Ifyou can’t figure out
the concerns it’s because
you are STOOOPID,” she
wrote. “Most of these people
are there because of their
long term choices.”

Many voiced concerns
like Nash’s about the suit-
ability of currently homeless
peoplelivingin a grand
house — believing that the
majority of those on the
streets are mentallyill or
addicted to drugs or alcohol,
and can’t be trusted to
properly care for such a
home.

“Druggie bums would
destroyit,” predicted
Robert Price of Atascadero.

Infact, about 40,000 out
of California’s 160,000 un-
sheltered people are men-
tally ill, with about 10% of
those having severe mental
illness. But those with se-
vere mentalillness, or the
addictions that often ac-
company it, are often the
most visible and troubling.
Some who wrote in have
lived experience when it
comes to dealing with that
10%, and raised relatable
concerns.

Sara from Lakewood
(who asked that herlast
name not be used) said that
shelived next door to an
abandoned building that
homeless people took over.
“They left giant piles of
trash in the yard and caused
arat infestation,” she said.
“They got into horrific and
violent fights in the middle
ofthe night.” It all came
crashing down, literally,
when the building caught on
fire, threatening nearby
structures.

Sara said she believes we
need more shelters, but she
doesn’t want that kind of
activity near herkids, and
honestly, who does?

“The L.A. Times attacks
people for not wanting
shelters in their neighbor-
hoods, but refuses to ac-
knowledge the reasons
why,” she wrote.

Fair enough. Acknowl-
edged.

No one deserves tolive in
unsafe conditions, and I
absolutely agree that those
in homeless housing must
be good neighbors — and
that those running housing
facilities need to make sure
their tenants understand
what that looks like.

But despite problems
with the idea, real and imag-
ined, the majority of the
200-plus people who re-
sponded didn’t oppose the
notion.

A few even went all in

with me, seeing it asan
emblematic comment
about the discrimination
and stigma homeless people
face, a pushback onthe
sense that “the homeless”
are amonolithic bloc too far
gone to live among civilized
society.

(More than one respond-
ent advocated for shipping
homeless people to empty
spaces, from the Southwest
desert to Lancaster.)

“It’s a cool symbolic
gesture which could help a
couple of families. Why
not?” said Kevin Jensen of
Bakersfield.

“It would make a power-
ful statement about our
state’s commitment to
addressing this crisis, as
well as being practical,” said
Larelle Hendon of Santa
Ana. “The root cause of
NIMBYismis that we do not
see homeless people as ‘one
ofus.” We do not see that we
are all connected; that
suffering by anyoneis a
problem forus all.”

Others connected with
the idea of more small-scale
housing for homeless peo-
ple, bringing them into
communities in single-
family houses or other lim-
ited settings that can give
the dignity of a home while
calming neighborhood fears
that often accompany larger
facilities.

“[T]he problem is the
thought of a massive, indus-
trialized shelter,” said An-
drea Bersaglieri of La
Mirada.

“No one wants that in
their neighborhood! If there
were one house on each
block orin each neighbor-
hood it would be a game
changer. We really would all
be in this together.”

Jason Gonzalez, who
lives in the Hollywood Hills,
agreed with Bersaglieri.

“Everyone homeless has
a different situation,” he
wrote. “The chance tofilla
special place with a special
family or person should not
be wasted due to a pompous
attitude about the [man-
sion].”

That brings me to the
second response that struck
me, and really made my
point better thanIever
could.

It came from a 17-year-
old named Joanna Garcia
Gonzalez, who lives in
Downey. She wrote that she
grew up living in “other
people’s homes because my
mother did not make a
stable income for a comfort-
able living.” She thinks
allowing families like hers —
people who just need a little
help, and a little security —
tolive in the governor’s
mansionis a “great” idea.

“My younger self would
be very happy if my family
was offered tolive in the
governor’s mansion because
my mother wouldn’t have to
worry about finding a tem-
porary home just for her
kids to feel safe,” Joanna
wrote.

I hope Joanna’s words
kickyou in the gut. They hit
me that way. She grew up so
insecure about her housing,
with all the hurt and hard-
ship that brings, and yet she
thinks of how it makes her
mom feel instead of focusing
on her own experience.

I’'ve been covering home-
lessness for alot of years,
and I've met as many people
like Joanna as I have people
with severe mental illness.
For every person you see
incoherent in the street,
know that there is amom
and her kids parked some-
place in a beat-up car, hop-
ingno one sees them, fear-
ing they will be split up if
they are found, desperate to
make it to the next pay-
check torent arun-down
room for a few nights.

Oradad too ashamed to
seek help because he can’t
figure out how to make
enough money on his own.
Or ayoung person aged out
of foster care with nowhere
to go and no one to help,
maybe running from a
house where they weren’t
accepted, or faced harm.

The one constant I've
learned isthat there are a
million reasons people are
homeless, and none of them
are simple.

But most of them, some-
where along the line, are
about a person who needed
help, needed someone to see
how their lives were falling
apart. Like Joanna’s mom
and Carolyn Knight.

“Everybody deserves a
home, but not everyone is
fortunate enough to live
under aroof,” Joanna wrote,
again with the empathy. “I
strongly believe that the
governor’s mansion is of
more use to homeless peo-
ple than to the governor
himself.”

Me too, Joanna. May
your future be stable, with a
roof always over your head.





