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Legislative Process & 
Schedule

 Bill introduction deadline: Feb. 22
 Policy Com hearings: March-April 
 Fiscal Com hearings: April – May
 Floor of first house: end of May
 State Budget deadline: June 15
 Then repeat in other house: July - Sept
 Summer recess: July 12 - Aug 12
 Adjournment: Sept 13
 Last day for Gov to sign/veto: Oct 13
 Statutes take effect: Jan 1, 2020



2019 Legislative Outlook

 New Governor
 New 2-year legislative session
 Dems have “super-duper” majorities (Asm=61; 

Sen=28 (2 vacancies))
 Top level issues

– Housing
– Wildfires

 Environmental caucus: 65 members; both parties. 
Co-chaired by Sen. Ben Allen & Asm. Mark Stone.



Key Legislative Issues: 
Plastics

 Circular Economy & plastic pollution reduction
– SB 54 (Allen)/AB 1080 (Gonzales)

 Microplastics
– AB 129 (Bloom), AB 223 (Stone)



Key Legislative Issues: Wipes
 Labeling for “Flushable” Wipes 

– AB 1672 (Bloom)



Key Legislative Issues: Toxics
 SB 392 (Allen) –

Green Chemistry program

 AB 495 (Muratsuchi) – CA Safe Cosmetics Act
 SB 574 (Leyva) – Toxic Fragrance Chemicals Right 

to Know Act



Key Legislative Issues: Ocean 
Discharge & Resiliency

 SB 332 (Hertzberg & Weiner) – ocean discharge 
prohibition (95% recycling requirement)

 SB 69 (Weiner) – Ocean Resiliency Act – focus on 
ocean acidification & hypoxia



Key Legislative Issues: 
Stormwater

 SB 205 (Hertzberg) – for industries 
regulated under the General 
Industrial Stormwater Permit, 
requires a compliance check as a 
condition of getting a business 
license from a city or county 

 AB 755 (Holden) – adds new tire 
fee for zinc remediation; $ for MS4 
compliance with zinc TMDLs

 AB 1093 (Rubio) – requires Water 
Boards to adopt guidelines for 
assessing financial capability for 
MS4 permittees



Key Legislative & Regulatory 
Issues: PFAS/PFOA

 PFAS/PFOA – per and 
polyfluorinated compounds
– AB 756 & AB 841

 SWRCB 13267 Orders –
new testing requirements

 National focus
– EPA PFAS Action Plan
– Federal legislation



Key Regulatory Issues: 
Organic Waste

 SB 1383 (2016): 
– Short-lived climate pollutant reduction
– organic waste diversion regulations

• 50% (11.5m tons/yr) diversion of organics by 2020;
• 75% (17.2m tons/yr) diversion of organics by 

2025;
• 20% (5.6m tons/yr) edible food recovery by 2025.

– draft regulations released by CalRecycle in Dec. ‘18; 
public comments were due in March 

– Will take effect 2022
– New infrastructure: 100-200 new facilities, $2-3 bil
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