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Figure 17-1
Noise and Land Use Compatibility 

Matrix Guidelines

SOURCE: California Department of Health. Guidelines for the
                  Preparation and Content of Noise Elements of the
                  General Plan. November 1990.
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COMMUNITY NOISE EXPOSURE
L      or CNEL, dBdn

NORMALLY ACCEPTABLE
Specified land use is satisfactory, based
upon the assumption that any building
involved are of normal conventional
construction, without any special noise
insulation requirements.

CONDITIONALLY ACCEPTABLE
New construction or development should be
undertaken only after a detailed analysis of
the noise reduction requirements is made. 

Conventional construction, but with closed windows and
fresh air supply systems or air conditioning
will normally suffice.

NORMALLY UNACCEPTABLE
New construction or development should
generally be discouraged.  If new
construction or development does
proceed, a detailed analysis of the noise
reduction requirements must be made
and needed noise insulation features
included in the design.

CLEARLY UNACCEPTABLE
New construction or development
should generally not be undertaken.
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