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The Wastewater Budget for 
Fiscal Year 2019-2020 is $773 Million

O&M of Sewers and 
Treatment Plants $249M

Capital Infrastructure 
Needs $332M Repayment of Debt 

Instruments  $90M

Admin. & Technical 
Support  $102M



How do we pay for these expenses? 

User Charges 59%

Capital Improvement Funds
(Connection Fees)

16%

A.V. Taxes 
11%

Grants & 
State Loans 9% 

Contracts
& Interest 
Revenue

5%



User Charges are collected through two 
programs:
• Service Charge

Collected on the property tax bill from residential and 
commercial properties based on an estimated discharge

• Industrial Waste Surcharge
Collected from Industrial Users directly based on 
measured discharge



Why do we have a “special” Industrial 
Waste Permitting Program? 

Clean Water Act of 1972
• Use Best Available Control 

Technology (BACT) for pretreatment 
of industrial waste

• Enforce standardized regulations for 
categories of industrial operations            
(i.e. Federal Pretreatment Standards)

• Require sampling and monitoring of 
industrial discharges



Why have a separate program for 
Industrial Users? 

• Ensure industrial users pay their fair share of conveyance and 
treatment costs

• Recover the cost of administering the IW Permitting Program



What is an IW Discharger’s User Charge 
based on? 

• Flow
• Chemical Oxygen Demand (COD)
• Suspended Solids (SS)
• Peak



How do we know how much an 
Industrial user discharges?

• Data collected periodically through sampling by the Industrial 
User as required under their permit (Self Monitoring)

• Data collected through sampling by LACSD Monitoring Crews

• Annual Surcharge Filing



Exemption Statement 
• Less than 1 million gallons per year including sanitary wastewater.

Total flow discharged to sewer + sanitary deduction < 1 MGY

• Equal or less than Districts’ average strengths:

• Exempt companies pay through the property tax bill 



Short Form
• Less than 6 million gallon per year

• Less than average wastewater strengths 

• May choose to file Long Form



Long Form
• More than 6 million gallons per year 

• High wastewater strengths  

• Peak charge 

• Require frequent testing



Frequency of Tests
Surcharge Requirements – Frequency of Tests 

Yearly Cumulative Flow Volume From 
Each Discharge Outlet (Million Gallons )

Required Testing 
Frequency 

15.00 and less 1 per 3 months
15.01 to 40.00 1 per 2 months 

40.01 to 100.00 2 per month
100.01 to 250.00 1 per week 

Over 250 2 per week 



User Charge 
• Hospitals 

• Acute Care

• Skilled Nursing and/or Intermediate Care 

• Long Form/Short Form option



The Connection Fee Program
• Based on quantity and strength of the wastewater discharged 

• New or renewed permit

• Evaluated at the end of the fiscal year 

• Exceed 25% of established baseline 



Connection Fee  - Options 
• Payment in full

• Extended payment schedule 

• Demonstration



Common Errors 
• Transcription errors 

• Rounding errors 

• Missing information 



Wastewater Sampling Tips 
• LACSD sample data

• All sample data 
• Fact sheet 

• Flow‐weighting for direct measurement
• Based on flow volume
• Use frequency of tests table 

• Split samples 
• Average before including on Table 3



Gross Surcharge Payable (Previous FY): $52,781.60 

Divide by 4: $13,195.40

Round to nearest dollar: $13,195.00

This amount should be paid for each of the first 
three quarters of the new fiscal year 

Estimated 
Quarters 



Long Form 
Payment Due Dates

• Q1 ‐ September 30th

• Q2 ‐ December 31st

• Q3 ‐ March 31st

• Q4 ‐ August 15th



Checks

LA County Sanitation Districts

3/10/2020

1,000.00

One‐thousand and 0/100

SignatureFID 1234567, 2019‐2020 Q3



www.lacsd.org

Now Accepting Online Payments
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LOS ANGELES COUNTY 
SANITATION DISTRICTS
Converting Waste Into Resources

OUR MISSION
To protect public health and the environment through 

innovative and cost-effective wastewater and solid waste 

management and, in doing so, convert waste into resources 

such as recycled water, energy, and recycled materials.
5

v p
■

it-mMl -'W

nffSBMSHHfell

xxz&y*

nia., Hill ni?r

I BK\
[■w

I n istA
M ml

0


